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death without raising his little finger and without flinch-
ing is braver. But he who surrenders his rice bags for fear
of being beaten is a coward and no votary of Ahimsa. He is
innocent of Ahimsa. He who, for fear of being beaten,
suffers the women of his household to be insulted, is not-
manly but just the reverse. He is fit to be neither a husband
nor a father nor a brother. Such people have uo right to
complain.
These cases have nothing to do with the inveterate
enmity between the Hindus and Mussalmans. Where there
are fools there are bound to be knaves, where there are
cowards there are bound to be bullies, whether they arc
Hindus or Mussalmans. Such cases used to happen even
before the outbreak of these communal hostilities. The
question here, therefore, is not how to teach one of the two
communities a lesson or how to humanize it, but how to
teach a coward to be brave.
If the thinking sections of both the communities rea-
lize the cowardice and folly at the back of the hostilities,
we can easily end them. Both have to be brave, both have
to be wise. If both or either deliberately get wise, theirs will
be the way of non-violence. If both fight and learn wisdom
only by bitter experience, the way will be one of violence.
Either way there is no room for cowards in a society of men,
i.e.9 in a society which loves freedom. Swaraj is not for
cowards.
It is idle, therefore, to denounce Ahimsa or to be angry
with me on the strength of the cases cited. Ever since my
experience of the distortion of Ahimsa in Bettiah in 1921 I
have been repeating over and over again that he who can-
not protect himself or his nearest and dearest or their honour
by non-violently facing death, may and ought to do so by
violently dealing with the oppressor. He who can do neither
of the two is a burden. He has no business to be the head
of a family. He must either hide himself, or must rest con-
tent to live for ever in helplessness and be prepared to
crawl like a worm at the bidding ,of a bully.
I know only one way—the way of Ahimsa. The way of
Himsa goes against my grain. 1 do-not want to cultivate the
power to inculcate Himsa. As AJumsa has no place in the

